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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE NEWLY ELECTED 
BOARD OF THE U.S. JCI SENATE 

 

(left to right): Gary Pittenger #24804, AVP; Stephanie Pit-

tenger #59999; Bruce Sostak #52655 Treasurer; Denise Bau-

er #61276; Hal Williams #43912 52nd President; Dianne 

Duell #74147; Gary Duell #48384, Secretary.  

Missing Susan Hatcher #58143,Chairman of the Board  

 

 

 2023-2024           
BOARD OF D IRECTORS 

President: 

Marybeth Kaczynski #67636 

marybethkacz@gmail.com  

 

Vice President 

Open  

 

Chairman of the Board 

Michele Tarantino #63380 

cheleot@yahoo.com 

 

Treasurer: 

Jack Pasquale #32806 

ctjci32806@gmail.com 

 

Secretary: 

Open 

 

Chaplain: 

Vincent Lentini #47865 

amermailer@aol.com 

 

Scholarship: 

Open  

 

Forgotten Senator: 

Open 

 

Newsletter: 

Nancy Gianetti #69463 

toohyper69463@gmail.com 

 

Jack Pasquale #32806 

ctjci32806@gmail.com 
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From THE Treasurer 
Hello Senators 

Congratulations to Marybeth Kaczinski, Senator 
67636, on her election to lead our Senate for 
2023-24 under her theme “the footprints left 
behind”.  What a great theme and logo to remind 

us “service to humanity is the best work of life”.  As Senators 
and Jaycees we should all look back in our lifetimes to see if 
we left foot prints on our communities, people and 
organizations.   

The Amazon Smile program to support charities ended in 

February 2023.  This was an easy fundraiser for us.  We 

received $52.57 for FY 2022.  Thank you to all who named 

the CT JCI Senate as your charity.   

Thank you, thank you, thank you; Lou Blumenfeld, 

Senator 49713, for your donations to the General, 

Scholarship and Forgotten Senators Funds;  Jeff Kass, Senator 

32300, for your donation to the General Fund; Region ONE 

donation “weekend of giving” to the Forgotten Senator Fund.   

Our RaiseRight Fundraiser has netted us $317.16 to date 

with just 4 senators participating so far.  A percentage of 

each gift card purchased is paid to the Senate through direct 

deposit to our bank account.  Gift cards are available as E-gift 

cards, ship to home physical cards.  RaiseRight is easy to 

use (even I who is digitally challenged) was able to navigate 

RaiseRight.  Bonnie Blaisdell is the coordinator, and Jack 

Pasquale and Nancy Gianetti are co-coordinators for the 

RaiseRight program.  Please see Bonnie Blaisdell’s article 

or contact Bonnie at blaisboj@aol.com for more 

information.  

Our annual summer picnic and budget meeting will be 

held Saturday, July 15 at the VFW in East Lyme.  Please see 

the file and registration form for more details. 

Just a reminder we now have a VENMO account for online 

payment for dues, donations, contributions, registration, etc.  

The name of the Senate VENMO Account is JACK 

PASQUALE @CTJCI-SENATE.  The code for the account is 

2517.  Please indicate in the notes section what the payment 

is for.  

A Quilt Fundraiser for the CT JCI Senate Annual 

Scholarship Program and Events is underway. Our goal is 

$4,000.00 with a Reserve of $3,000.00.  Tickets are $10 

each or three for $20 and are available now. The drawing 

will be held at the 2023 FALL FROLIC (winner need not be 

present).  In the meantime, for tickets or questions, please 

email ctjcisenate@gmail.com or send money to CT JCI 

Senate Inc., Attn. Jack Pasquale, Treasurer,  21 Prospect 

Avenue, Niantic, CT 06357 and your ticket(s) will be mailed 

to you.  

Thank you to our sponsors and advertisers whose 

donations make this newsletter possible.   

The June Treasurer’s report is shown elsewhere in the 

newsletter.   

Jack Pasquale, Senator #32806 

 

Scholarship 
Happy Summer Senators  

 

My team did the judging of the Scholarship 
Applications,  The winners are Kayla Williamson from 
Stamford, CT she has not decided yet where to attend 
and Ria Saxena from South Windsor, CT she is planning 
to attend Brown University. They Both won $1,500. on 
the National Level. They were both excited to learn 
they won on Both the CT JCI and National JCI level. 

 

My Team was Sandy Salmoncik, Ralph Lockman, Kathy 
Doherty, Eileen Perlot, Diane Carrozza, and MaryBeth 
Kaczynski. I wanted to Thank them for all your hard 
work they did reading all the applications . 

 

In Senate and Friendship, 

  

Thank you so much Ms. Blaisdell, this is incredible 
news! I really appreciate all of your help with the 
scholarship and finding out how it will be disbursed. 

 

Warmly, 

Ria 

  

Ms. Blaisdell, 

Yay!! Thank you so much! I am so excited I won the CT 
JCI Scholarship and the National Scholarship. 

 

Kayla 

 

Bonnie J Blaisdell, Senator #69956 
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Chaplain 
I am pleased to continue as Chaplain of the 
Connecticut JCI Senate. I look forward to 
hearing from all of you about the good, and 
sometimes the sad, that happens in our lives. 

Prayer for Our New Senate Year 
 
 We thank God for all that He has allowed into our 
lives this past year, the good along with the hard things, 
which has reminded us how much we need Him and rely on 
His presence filling us every single day. We pray for His 
Spirit to lead us each step of this new Connecticut Senate 
year. Amen. 

Please send all submissions and/or correspondence directly 
to me pertaining to: 

  Celebrating the Lives of our Senators 
  Celebrating the Lives of Senators’ Families 
  Good News 
  Prayers for the Sick 

Vincent Lentini #47865   

90 Maple Lane, Boynton Beach, FL 33436 

amermailer@aol.com 203-494-5026 

Vincent Lentini, Senator #47865 

 

Region I foundation rep 

I have truly enjoyed representing Region 1 as the Foundation 
Rep for the past two years. As a result, I traveled all over the 
country to other regions, assisting them with their 
fundraising events. And, I got to enjoy the Senate activities 
and met a few new people along the way. 

 

Region 1 did very well with the fundraising, moving us up to 
the Diamond level. I thank everyone who helped, donated, 
bid on and purchased items.  

Our successes were because of YOU! It was a joint, team 
effort. My best wishes to my successor, Elizabeth McInnis 
from MA who will be taking over next year. 

 

Karen M. Thomson #52424 

Region 1 Foundation Representative 

Congratulations  
Birthdays 

 
 

July: 

6th Cathy Dempsey 

7th Fran Kass 

9th Joe Lavoie 

27th Kerri Dynder 

 

August: 

2nd Kim Nordquist 

3rd Art Gilbert 

3rd Brooke Monsky 

7th Bonnie Blaisdell 

15th Jan Elkin 

25th Nancy Gimbel 

 

 

 

Anniversaries 

 

July: 

13th Robert & Linda Patrick 

 

August: 

1st Ed & Linda Gorzelany 

16th Don & Gloria Horbaty 

 

The choice to love is the choice to connect – to 
find ourselves in the other ~ ~bell hooks 
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July 

15  CT JCI SENATE SUMMER PICNIC AND 
 BUDGET MEETING 

  
21-22 OHIO PIG ROAST 
 Kent, OH 
 
22  RON ROBINSON  
 MEMORIAL GOLF TOURNAMENT 
 Kent, OH 
 
27 ILLINOIS SENATE PICNIC 
 Savoy, IL 
 
28  IOWA SENATE PICNIC 
 Hampton Inn & Suites, Sioux City, IA 
 

August 

5 VERMONT SENATE PICNIC  
 Rotary Shelter, Randolph, VT 
 
6 NEW HAMPSHIRE JCI SENATE  
 SUMMER SOCIAL  
 Londonderry American Legion Post 276,  
 Londonderry, NH 
 
18-20 FLORIDA 1ST QUARTER MEETING 
 Hilton-Altamonte Springs, Altamonte Springs, FL 
 
19 ARIZONA JCI SENATE MEETING 
 Prescott, AZ 
 
20  SENATOPICS NEWSLETTER ARTICLES DUE 
 for September - October issue 
 
21 US JCI SENATE FALL BOD MEETING EARLY 
 REGISTRATION DEADLINE 
 

September 

4  US JCI SENATE FALL BOARD HOTEL  
 REGISTRATION DEADLINE  
 
8-10 AMERADA 
 Camp Green Wood Trails, Winsted, CT 
 
21-24 US JCI SENATE FALL BOD MEETING 
 Hilton Houston North, Houston, TX 
 
 

 Upcoming events 
Registration forms are on usjcisenate.org 

October 

6-7 REGION I FALL FROLIC 
 New London, CT 
 
5-8 FLORIDA BASH 
 Hampton Inn & Suites by Hilton, Vero Beach, FL 
 
20  SENATOPICS NEWSLETTER ARTICLES DUE 
 for November - December issue     
 

November 

23 THANKSGIVING     
 

December 

10 US JCI SENATE WINTER BOARD MEETING EARLY 
 REGISTRATION DEADLINE 
 
15  SENATOPICS NEWSLETTER ARTICLES DUE   
 For January -February issue  
 

January 

11-14 US JCI SENATE WINTER BOARD MEETING 
 Embassy Suites Golf Resort, Greenville, SC 
 

February 

16  SENATOPICS NEWSLETTER ARTICLES DUE   
 For March - April issue  
 

March 

 

April 

20 SENATOPICS NEWSLETTER ARTICLES DUE  
 For May - June issue   
 

May 

TBD CT JCI SENATE YEAR END MEETING 
 

June 

 
TBD US JCI SENATE NATIONAL CONVENTION 
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Chairman of the board 
We had a great turn out in May for the elec-
tions meeting!  I’m excited to have a 
“newbie” step up to be president.  Congratu-
lations Marybeth!  You lead a huge union- I 
know you will do a great job with the Sen-
ate.  

We have a lot going on and several things in 
the works.   Of course, hosting Fall Frolic is no small feat!   
There will be another article about that.   

Thank you to all of those that stepped up to run projects this 
past year.  I missed quite a few events while out with pneu-
monia, but I’ve heard fun was to be had. 

I will continue to serve as Chairman of the Board this year 
and will help Marybeth learn the ropes.  I also have some 
plans for some socials this year – let’s have a great time!! 

Michele Tarantino, Senator #63380 

Fall frolic 

Hello Senators, 

I am looking forward to Fall Frolic and am looking for some 
help on the Hospitality (Food side) Committee. To help with 
ideas for Dinner Friday and Saturday and assistant with prepa-
ration. The Committee will be in charge of Friday lunch & 
dinner, 

Saturday Breakfast and Dinner and Sunday Breakfast.  Also 
Snacks/ Desserts for all day Friday - Saturday Night. 
(Saturday Lunch is provided by Hotel during meeting)  

We are still in discussion on doing snacks Thursday evening 
and Friday Breakfast?  

If you would like to help me please reach out to 860-306-
0908 or blaisboj@aol.com.  

I am also looking for donations of Desserts if possible. Also 
anything else you think we need. 

We will be having a Hospitality only meeting in July date 
TBD. 

Thank you very much ❤️  ️ 

 

Bonnie J Blaisdell #69956 

Fall Frolic Hospitality (Food) Chairperson  

"Many hands make light work" 

FALL FROLIC 2023! 

The planning is underway for hosting Fall Frolic this Octo-
ber!  Our hotel is in walking distance to the Block Island Fer-
ry and it is the last week the Ferry will run.  There is a great 
space for hospitality, a pool and a lot to do in the area.   We 
have had a couple of committee meetings – here is the com-
mittee: 

 Michele Tarantino: Chair/PR/Social Media 

 Cathy Dempsey:  Registrations 

  Val Jablonowski 

  Sue Zetoff 

 Jack Pasquale:  Treasurer 

 Nancy Gianetti:  Program books and ads 

 Bonnie Blaisdell:  Hospitality 

  Fran Kass 

  Marybeth Kazienski 

 Jeff Kass:   Bar 

 Karen Thomson:  Goody Bags 

 Sandra S and Ralph L: Jacks of all trades 

 Bill Potuchek:  Entertainment, things to do.   

 

How can you help?  Please volunteer to help out – join a 
committee – especially hospitality!   Secure a donation for 
goody bags.  Promote the Fall Frolic and send in your own 
registration! During the Frolic – please make sure to help out 
at the bar.  We will also need a volunteer or two to help with 
VIP’s and transportation.   There has been discussion of some 
kind of entertainment on Friday night – more to come on 
that.  And Saturday we will have our banquet at lunch time – 
so that participants can go to Mystic or other activities in the 
area.    

Stay tuned for an agenda and more information.  Thanks to 
everyone that has helped make this happen so far! 

Michele Tarantino, Senator #63380 
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Quilt fundraiser for scholarship and events  

This beautifully hand crafted multi-color quilt with stippled stitch finish meas-

uring 86” x 68”was meticulously made and donated by Sue Pasquale FR#17.    

Our goal is to add $4,000.00 to the CT JCI Senate Scholarship Fund.  

Tickets are $10 each or three(3) for $20 and are on sale now, and also available 

by mail.  Send your check made out to the CT JCI Senate, Inc. to: CT JCI Sen-

ate, c/o Jack Pasquale, Treasurer, 21 Prospect Avenue, Niantic, CT 06357.   

Note Scholarship in the memo line. 

The drawing will be held at the 2023 Region ONE Fall Frolic (the winner 

does not need to be present).  

Email ctjcisenate@gmail.com for any questions or tickets.  

Thank you for your generosity and support of the Scholarship Program. 

 

mailto:ctjcisenate@gmail.com
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Happy Summer 

I want to wish President Elect MaryBeth a wonderful 2023-2024 Senate Year, Congratulations ! 

This year is already flying by so fast. I hope you all are Having a Great “2023”. 

As your “RaiseRight” Fundraising Chairperson I wanted to Thank All that have used and helped raise funds for the CT 
JCI Senate so far, we have made around $317.80 from July 1, 2022- May 30, 2023. 

If you purchase a Gift Card (Not Ecard)” Mail to Organization” it is an additional $10.50 which will be due to the CT 
JCI Senate, if you choose Mail to Home it is Fifty cents per card and USPS fee of Fifty cents equal to a minimum of One 
Dollar. (Gift Cards from Raise Right have no activation fees and they never expire) 

**You can send as a Gift by email to Friends/ Family straight from Raise Right app or website RaiseRight.com 

How To: Gift a EGift via Email 

• Shop for the Ecard, make sure to select Ecard and value, Click box (send as a gift by email) at bottom below “add to 
cart button” 

• Then Select the date or Send Now, Enter recipient’s information, your information and optional message, Select 
card image. Then add to Cart. 

• If you have not signed up the enrollment code is 69E51EJZFL1D at www.raiseright.com 

If you have any questions or need assistance, Please feel Free to reach out to me. 

Thank you for participating. 

In Senate and Friendship,  

Bonnie J Blaisdell 

860-306-0908  

blaisboj@aol.com 
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CONNECTICUT JCI SENATE, INC. 

Organized 1964 
 

May Meeting Minutes  

Friday, May 19, 2023 

 

Call to Order 7:10pm    Michele Tarantino #63380 COB 

Pledge of Allegiance     Led by Vin Lentini 

Approval of Agenda  1st by Sandy Samoncik, 2nd Cathy Dempsey -Motion Carries 

Introductions/In Attendance   Cathy Dempsey # 67625 

Kathy Doherty, Sandy Samoncik, Ralph Lockman, National Membership Benefits & COB Michele Taranti-
no, Linda Gorzelany, Ed Gorzelany, Bonnie Blaisdell, Cathy Dempsey, Vin Lentini, Karen Thomson, 
Marybeth Kaczynski, 31st National President Jack & Sue Pasquale FR 17, Heidi Palmer, Bob Westendoff 

 

REPORTS 

Vice President (position open) 

 

Secretary   Michelle LeMere #80631(Stand in Bonnie Blaisdell #69956) 

Motion to approve the December meeting minutes as presented. 

 1st by Vin Lentini, 2nd by Jack Pasquale  - Motion Carries  

 

Treasurer   Jack Pasquale #32806  

Treasurer’s report as of May 19, 2023, unaudited Year End Statement.   

Funds: Operating Fund -$843.00, Life $5,617., Forgotten Senator $32.15, Scholarship $2,907.72 Fall Frol-
ic $ 198.00  

Motion to approve the Treasurer’s report – 1st Cathy Dempsey, 2nd by Bob Westendorff—Motion carries. 

 

Scholarship  Bonnie Blaisdell #69956 

Scholarship winners Kayla Williams and Ria Saxena on the Connecticut Level $500 each. They Both Also 
won on the National Level and received $1,500 each from Nationals.   

Volunteers: Sandy S, Ralph L, Kathy D, Eileen P, Diane C and Marybeth K volunteered Bonnie said 
Thank You and what a great job they did. 

 

COB Report   Michele Tarantino #63380 

Apologized as Allison was not in attendance and said she has a lot of personal issues going on in the last 
few months and unable to do Senate things. Michele has had pneumonia and has not been able to do the 
things she was working on. If anyone would like a Adult Beverage after meeting there are many places 
right around the Area. Michele will not be attending Nationals in St Louis as her mom is turning “90” on 
June 14th and being the only child and her mom not driving she is unable to be that far away for that long  
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Foundation Representative   Karen Thomson #52424 

She has been representative for the last two years, worked really hard and appreciated all the donations 
and help, Region One received the Diamond level during her two years term.  500 Club where they do 
monthly drawings of 2x $200 & 6x$50. If you spend $50 plus goes to your account. At May caucus 
raised $339. Also, she talked about stepping Down and Elizabeth McGiness will be taking over. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Quilt Fundraiser- it is 86”X68” there are tickets to sell raising for foundation we need to get behind this. 1 
for $10, 3 for $20. 

Newsletter ads- see Nancy and Jack   

Gift Card Fundraiser-“Raise Right”  Bonnie Blaisdell #69956 

Amazon Smile – discontinued $35.38 was raised in 2023 Thank You all that participated.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Fall Frolic 2023 accommodation hotel Holiday Inn New London October 5-8, 2023.  
 Michele Tarantino #63380  

Block room Thursday Night-Saturday night, Meeting / Lunch Buffet Saturday. Walking distance to water 
and Block Island ferry. Mystic close by, Friday Night Hospitality 

 

-Summer Picnic and Meeting July 15, 2023 

 

RETURN THE FAVOR- Be there to mentor and help them. 

Southington Italian Festival July 29-30, 2023 

Amerada Southington Hosting September 8-10, 2023 at Camp Green Wood Trails, Winsted CT $175 
weekend (Saturday only $75) fun contests: wine sucking, potato Hump, Hairy Chest, Blind canoe race, 
etc… 

Southington Apple Harvest Sept 29-Oct 1, 2023 and Oct 6-8, 2023  

 

FUTURE MEETINGS/SOCIALS 

National Year End St. Louis, MO June 26-30, 2023 

USJCI Senate Fall BOD Meeting September 21-24, 2023, Houston, TX 

Region One Fall Frolic- Holiday Inn New London, CT- October 5-8, 2023 

    

 Election 2023-2024 Board of Directors 

1.President- Marybeth Kaczynski #67636 

2. Secretary- open 

3. Treasurer- Jack Pasquale #32806 
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Newly Elected Presidential Comments   Marybeth Kaczynski # 67636 

Maybeth will take this new role seriously and will do well with help from friends, let’s try new things, if 
you think about anything let her know. 

 

GOOD OF THE ORDER 

-Approved expenses please submit to Jack, if you have collected any funds give to Jack 

-Region 10 meeting in Hawaii  

- Vin glad he could make the meeting- tried to get involved with Fla Senate, misses his CT Friends will 
be here for Picnic and Fall Frolic 

-Heidi sorry she was not involved in last few years, after falling has concussion. Would like to get rein-
volved but not sure she is up to it. But so much happier now. Glad to be here 

- Val having hip surgery 

- Jack not on Facebook- let him know anything posted to keep him informed 

- Heidi going to have a great grandchild in September 

- Let’s advertise Happy news too 

- Michele talked about Cameroon, collecting Readers glasses 

- Gift to Allison from NVP Peter 

-Social Ideas from Karen Eastside Restaurant, Goodspeed Show 

 
Adjourn with JAYCEE CREED – led My Marybeth 

Meeting adjourned at 8:23pm 

1st Sandy Samoncik , 2nd Kathy Doherty  

 
Respectfully Submitted  

Bonnie Blaisdell 

CT JCI fill-in Secretary 2022-2023 
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Region One Fall Frolic 

Program Book Ad Order Form 

 

 
 

The Connecticut JCI Senate is proud to host the 2023 US JCI Senate Region One Fall Frolic 
October 5-7 in New London, CT. We hope you will help by taking an ad in the program book. 

 

Please send your ad choice and content with check to:  

Nancy Gianetti, #69463 

90 Jones Hollow Rd 

Marlborough, CT 06447 

or send ad copy via email: toohyper69469@gmail.com. 

 

Deadline: September 1, 2023 

 

Name: _____________________________ Senate Number: ________________ 

 

Your support is appreciated. Please check the ad of your choice: 

 

 Full Page   $100.00 __________ 

 Half Page   $50.00 __________ 

 Quarter Page  $30.00 __________ 

 Eighth Page   $20.00 __________ 

 Donor (Name only)  $10.00 __________ 

 

Please make your check payable to CTJCI Senate 

VENMO: JACK PASQUALE@CTJCI-SENATE   Amount $_____________________ 

 

Questions?  Email Nancy at toohyper69463@gmail.com or call (860) 543-9351. 
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS 

Congratulations CT JCI Senate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jack Pasquale, 32806 

US JCI Senate President 2002-03 

Sue Pasquale FR 017 

 

Dream Vacation Travels wishes to thank all CT 
JCI Senators who have had our agency plan 
and reserve their travel. Congratulations to 
the 2023-24 Executive Board and we know 
the Organization will 
have a successful year. 
Mention this ad when 
planning your next 
vacation by calling 
(860) 887-6481, or 
emailing dvtravels@hotmail.com and a $25 
donation will be made to the CT JCI Senate 
Scholarship or your favorite charity.  

Like us on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/
dreamvacationtravels 

Bill Potuchek #35278 and Elaine Potuchek FR #32 
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Blood donations are down and with the summer months here the need is more. You are not to old , we'll take your 
tired blood. Yes we want your blood and your family's to. Please sigh up . You will save three lives and isn't that what 
Jaycees are about? Besides you will go away well fed a gift from me and the joy of knowing you did something good for 
you fellow man. Call me at 860-343-0683 for any questions or if you want to donate. Sign up now for the early spots. 

Thank you,  Bob Westendorff # 55903 
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Here is an easy and painless way to help support the Connecticut JCI Senate each 

time you purchase a gift card through RaiseRight.  at absolutely no cost to you.  It’s 

simple.  You can sign up at www.raiseright.com using the enrollment code 

69E51EJZFL1D.  .   

 

 

 

 

 

Tax Deductible Donations are Welcome! 
 

The Connecticut JCI Senate is always looking for donations. If you would like to donate, we have many options 
for you: General Fund; Scholarship Fund; Forgotten Senator; or any other area you would like to designate.  Re-
member we are a 501(c)(3) organization, so your donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.  
You may also use this form to update any of your information. 

 
Name ___________________________________________Senate#/FR#______________ 

 
Address ___________________________City_________________ State____ Zip_______ 

 
Home Phone _________________________ Cell Phone ___________________________ 

 
Email Address _____________________________________________________________ 

 
I wish to donate $_______ to: General Fund_____ Scholarship _____ Senatorship _______ 

 
Other ________________     I would like a receipt: Yes____ or No _____ 

 

Mail to: 
CT JCI Senate, INC.; C/O Treasurer Jack Pasquale; 21 Prospect Ave., Niantic, CT 06357 
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Jaycee Creed 

 

We Believe: 

That faith in God gives meaning and purpose to human life; 

That the brotherhood of man transcends the sovereignty of nations; 

That economic justice can best be won by free man 

Through free enterprise; 

That government should be of laws rather than of men; 

That earth’s greatest treasure lies in human personality;  

And that service to humanity is the best work of life 

C/O Jack Pasquale #32806 
21 Prospect Ave. 

Niantic, CT 06357 

 

CONNECTICUT JCI SENATE 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK  

CT JCI SENATE 

REGION ONE US JCI SENATE 

W E ’RE  ON  T HE  WEB  

WWW .C TJ C ISEN AT E.ORG 


